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SPECIAL DATES

FEBRUARY 7
CHRISTIAN CRUSADERS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS REUNION 

Class Reunion Lunch-Fellowship Hall 

-Following the 11:00 a.m. service-
\

FEBRUARY 9
FINANCE COMMITTEE  MEETING

6:30 p.m.-Chapel
\

FEBRUARY 14
VALENTINE LUNCH!

EVERYONE’S A SWEETHEART 

AT JONES MEMORIAL! 

-Lunch following the 11:00 a.m. service-

Enjoy food and fellowship for only $8.00! 

All proceeds will benefit the 

2010 Honduras Mission Team.  

Please RSVP at the Table of Concerns.

FEBRUARY 20
FIRST RESPONDER’S BREAKFAST 

-Starting at 8:30 a.m.-Fellowship Hall-

FEBRUARY 23

THE FAITH IN ACTION CIRCLE MEETING

11:00 a.m. - Tuesday

Ethel Floyd Sunday School Classroom

FEBRUARY 25

THE KEEN-AGERS MEETING

February 25th, 10:00 a.m.  

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE 

IN THE DAY OF THE MEETING

This month we are meeting on Thursday.  

We are going on a mystery trip and the restaurant is not 

open on Wednesday.  Each person will be responsible for 

their lunch and we will collect for gas on the bus.  

Remember the date, February 25th and we will return to the 

church around the same time as we normally do.  Please 

make reservations with Bonnie Martz (770-471-4547) no 

later than February 21st, for your seat on the bus.

FEBRUARY 27

MISSION STUDY ON “FOOD AND FAITH”

Jonesboro UMC

All women are invited.  Registration - 8:30 a.m.  

Bring snacks for the “Abundant Table” 

and items for the “Food Pantry”(Action from the study.)

FEBRUARY 28

THE JOURNEY BEGINS: 

Back to the week before the crucifixion of Jesus.  

Join us on an adventure of faith and going back to our roots.  

We’ll go to the temple, sing songs of faith and praise, and 

work on crafts.  We’ll kick it off with a pancake breakfast for 

friends and family participating in our program.  Breakfast (no 

charge) will be from 9:30-10:00 in the Children’s Sunday 

School class.  Our program will begin shortly after that.  

Love to see you there!

DEVELOPING THE “HABIT OF INVITING”

By Martha Wood

We closedout Januarywith our Fifth SundayCelebration
of FriendsSunday. Our Outreachemphasisfor last month
wasonάLƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ.έSincethen, we havehad feedbackfrom
severalfolks who havesaidάLŘƻƴΩǘknow of anyoneI can
invite.έI havebeenthinkingabout that andhavecomeup
with a few suggestionson how to get started.

PRAY: Likeanythingelsewe undertake,our actionsshould
be precededby prayer. The most obvious thing we can
prayfor is the opportunity to άƛƴǾƛǘŜ.έSeveralhavesaid,άL
just ŘƻƴΩǘnormallycomein contactwith folkswho are not
already affiliated with some church.έ I can testify that
praying for someone to άƛƴǾƛǘŜέreally works. I was
deliveringsomematerialsfor one of my sonsto someoneI
did not know who livesvery closeto our church. When I
took the opportunity to ask,ά5ƻyouhavea churchƘƻƳŜΚέ
I found that the personI wascallingon wasa memberof
our church. Shewasno longerattending,but saidshewas
thinking about starting back. I ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘseenher yet, but I
talkedwith her again,andshesaidshewasstill planningto
start back to church, but ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘcome for this Friends
Sunday. (Shemay even be readingthis Journal. If so, let
meissueanotherάƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ.έύ

WAIT: Our job is to άƛƴǾƛǘŜ.έ Sometimeswe haveto wait
for the Holy Spirit to work at the other end, but we must
still keep on άƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ.έ What I like about the Friends
Sundayis that it gives me a reminder, and it gives me
somethingextra to άƛƴǾƛǘŜέsomeoneto. Our joint Sunday
School class makes it easy to mention Sunday School
becauseweŘƻƴΩǘhaveto worry aboutgivingdirectionsto a
specificclassor makinga decisionon which classwould be
most appropriate. We can just invite folks to the Chapel.
However,we ŎŀƴΩǘjust do our inviting for FriendsSunday.
Weneedto developtheάIŀōƛǘof Inviting.έ

CHECKOURCHURCHROLL: Thereare manyothers like my
new friend who are on our churchroll, but do not attend.
There may be someonethere who would respond to an
invitationfrom YOUjust to join usfor worshipandlunch.

PERSEVERE: Only one of the people I have invited has
actuallycomefor FriendsSunday,but I haveseveralthat I
amάǿƻǊƪƛƴƎƻƴέandprayingabout,and I plan to continue
to άƛƴǾƛǘŜ.έTheopportunitiesare there if we will Pray,Wait
on the HolySpirit,andform theάIŀōƛǘof Inviting.έ



Financially, 2009 was a good year for Jones Memorial 
United Methodist Church. 

We are now into the second month of 2010, and 
January was not the best of months.  

Our receipts for January, were $23,905.00.  However, 
our budget called for $29,623.25.  

This gives us a shortage of $5,718.25 for the month.

As we look to the remaining nine months of 2010, we 
have to diligently attempt to meet our 2010 budget.  

We can accomplish this goal.

Don Henderson, Chair
Finance Committee

MONTHLY REPORT

- JANUARY, 2010 -

Rev. Marti B. Slife, Minister of Visitation

V:  VISIT          PC:  PHONE CALL        C:  CARD

Transported Ginny Cox to and from dialysis three 
times per week during the month of January.  She 

has bruises from a fall in her kitchen ςher left 
temple and eye, shoulder and arm.  

Jan  7    ςV:  Evelyn Kinsey at Henry Medical   
/ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ            
McDonough recovering.  There was a        
problem with her medication.

Jan 7    ςPC:  Bill and Sue Martin ςSue has finished
her chemo treatments and is doing quite
well.  Bill is feeling fairly well.

Jan 12  ςV:  John Winkle at Southern Regional MC.
After about a week in the hospital ,he is
recovering at home after treatment for 
heart problems.

Jan 14 ςV:  Virginia Hanson is still having breathing 
problems and is on a machine several
times a day.

Jan 14 - V:  Frances Hudson is not doing well and 
has to have a lot of help throughout the
day.

Jan 15 ςPC:  Agnes Martin.  Did not reach her.
Jan 15 ςV:  Lucille Smith is doing fairly well.  Still 

has a lot of back pain.                       
Jan 18 ς/Υ  {Ŝƴǘ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ ²ƛƴƪƭŜΣ aƛǊƛŀƳ {ǇƛǾŜȅΩǎ

family, and Evelyn Kinsey.
Jan 21 ςV:  Winnie Dunbar lives in a personal care

home on Briarcliff Rd.  We talked for a 
while.  She is doing well.

Jan 21 ςV:  Mildred Allen at Carestone.  She is 
doing very well.                       

Jan 21 ςV:  Rachel Dougherty at Carestone.  She  
ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴΦ  LΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ ŀǘ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜΦ

Jan 22 ςV:  Saw Carolyn Ramsey at Southern
Regional MC.  She has an abscess on her
lung.  Expects to go home in a couple of
days, continuing to receive massive
antibiotics. 

Jan 22 ςV:  Pearl Stephens has improved since I last
visited her.  She has a great deal of 
difficulty walking.

Jan 26 ςV:  Checked on Kathryn Wingard.  She is doing
well.

Jan 26 ςV:  Melba Benefieldat Azalea Estates.  She is
quite well.

Jan 26 ςV:  Mary Casey at Azalea Estates.  Daughter 
Judy was there helping her out.  She has 
some dementia.

Jan 27 ςPC:  Eva Brown is grieving her loss and 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΦ

Jan 27 ςV:  Short visit with LinnieWidney.  He was in 
a good mood and feeling fairly well.

Jan 28 ςV:  Frances Kemp at Jewish Home on Howell 
Mill Rd.  The physical therapy is helping a
lot.  Tom goes every day.  Her left eye and
left leg still show signs of the stroke.

Jan 29 ςV:  Back to Laurel Park to see Virginia Hanson.
She has had pneumonia and was resting.
She is on oxygen.

Jan 29 ςV:  Frances Hudson is not doing well.  After
the current evaluation, her daughters are
making a decision about a move to 
another facility.

Jan  29 ςV:  Ruby Walden at Benton House.  She was
not feeling well at all.  She underwent
surgery at Henry Medical Center Sunday
night.



Given to the General Fund in Memory of 
Margaret Shubert:

Agnes Martin, Lorena Helms, 
Marion and Julia Williams, 

Mary P. Saunders, 
Nancy Bartlett Biles, 
Mildred Trammell, 

Sara Melton, 
Jim and Arleen McCord, 

Doris and William Haynie, 
Marion, John and Alexia Murray, 

Cal  and TeenaMcBrroom, 
Donna and Joe Leoni,

{ƛǘ Ψb YƴƛǘΣ 
Jesse and Gayle Slagle,

Eva Brown, 
Arthur and Ruby Love,

Bonnie and David Whitaker,
Alan and Carol  Love

Given to the General Fund 
in Honor of John Winkle:

Keen-Agers

Given to the General Fund 
in Honor of Agnes Martin:

Keen-Agers

Given to the Building Maintenance Fund 
in Honor of Frances Kemp:

Fred and Doris Safrit

Given to the UMCOR-Haiti Fund 
in Memory of 

Margaret Shubert:
Joe and Donna Wingard

FEBRUARY 1
Ken  Mac Gillivary

FEBRUARY 3
Julia Williams

FEBRUARY 4
Steve White

FEBRUARY  6
Charlie Haynie, Mildred Allen

FEBRUARY 7
Jeanette McCullough, Jeff McDaniel

FEBRUARY 8
Jimmy Bell, Todd Eddy

FEBRUARY 9
James Clifford (Charley) Griswell, 

Anna Leslie Hairston Paul, Doris Safrit

FEBRUARY 10
Kathryn Wingard

FEBRUARY 12
Laura Mergens, David Leoni, Hoyt Trammell

FEBRUARY 14
Charles Allen Mears III

FEBRUARY 16
DeedraCox

FEBRUARY 17
Shannon Kohler

FEBRUARY 19
Dana Roberts, Arleen McCord

FEBRUARY 23
Debbie Ann Harshbarger

FEBRUARY 25
Austin Camp, Becky TomaselloMassave,

Mildred Trammell

FEBRUARY 27
Chester Kempton, Carol Myers, Charlotte Ellenberger

FEBRUARY 28
Roger Conner



We have a Prayer Chain . . .

Comprised of members of Jones Memorial.  
If anyone would like to join us, 
or if you have a prayer request, 

please contact:
Lorena Helms at 770-603-8238

Present members are:  
Lorena Helms, Kathy Guptill, Christine Turley, 

Donna McCall, Arleen McCord, Mary Burch, Mary 
Ruth White, Martha Dupree, Sandra Davis, 
Margaret Bell, Frances Kemp, Martha Sligh.

STEP8: We sum the apportionment for each
individualdistrict and sendthis information to the
districtoffices.

STEP9: District superintendents notify local
churchesof their apportionmentsamounts. This
information is provided to the pastors via ά[ƻŎŀƭ
Church Apportionments wŜǇƻǊǘǎέat the
summer/falldistrictset-up meetings.

(Informationtakenfrom DistrictFinanceWorkshop)

STEP1: Conferencedetermines annual budget,
consisting of several ministries and programs,
including retired ministerial support, regional
ministries, new church development, General
Church and Jurisdictionalapportionments to the
North GeorgiaConference.

STEP2: At calendar year-end, the local church
completesthe LocalChurchReport to the Annual
Conference. (For the 2010 budget, the latest
availablereportsarethe 2008year-endreports.)

STEP3: The¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎOfficeaccumulatesall local
churchreports and determineseachlocalŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ
operating expenses. Operating expensesconsist
of salaries,pensionbenefits,clergyhousing-related
expenses, expenses reimbursements, current
programexpenses,expensesrelatedto commercial
insuranceand other current operating expenses.
Operatingexpenses(also referred to asάŘŜŎƛƳŀƭέ
expenses)do NOT include: HealthFlexinsurance
expenses,payments on indebtedness,or capital-
related expenditures. Also, expensesrelated to
άǎŜƭŦ-ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎέactivities and local benevolences
areNOTconsideredoperatingexpenses.

STEP4: The ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎOffice totals the local
church operating expensesfor ALL 920+ North
GeorgiaUnitedMethodist churches. For2008, this
wasa total of $183,322,039.

STEP5: We determineάǘƘŜŘŜŎƛƳŀƭέ. Thisis the
conference budget divided by total church
operatingexpenses(from step four). Thedecimal
for 2009is .143, or 14.3%. Thiscomparesto 14.6%
in 2010.

STEP6: We multiply an individual ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ
operatingexpensesby the decimal,arrivingat the
total grossapportionment. We then prorate the
gross apportionment to fifteen individual
apportionmentline items.

STEP7: Churchesabove1000memberswill havea
άǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜƴŜǎǎǘŜǎǘέapplied to their
apportionments, and the Cabinet will adjust the
computed apportionments for certain churches
within that size range. This methodology was
approvedat AC2006.

Thank you for sponsoring us 
during the Christmas Season.  

We needed those  beautiful  blankets.
Thank you so much for your donations and support!

The Activities Department
Renaissance Care & Rehab

Griffin, GA



In its original Greek version, Pandora’s Box was really a jar made of clay or bronze and used as an

unbreakable, escapable prison! This jar from the word ñpithosòwas used for the storage of wine, oil, grain, or

ritually for a human body for burying. In the myth, when opened it unleashed unspeakable catastrophe upon

humanity (illness, toil, anguish, fears, and evils). However, at the very bottom of the jar, there lay HOPE! And

it is hope as found in the Lord that we become more than conquerors over the disparities of the world. Yet to

get to this hope, we must first release all of the things that have us bound. For it is thru the purging of

ourselves, that we uncover the purity that exists beyond the messiness of our lives.

Our Pandora boxes may be filled with a plethora of challenges: substance abuse, domestic issues, spiritual

and physical struggles, hatred, prejudices, and so much more. Yet when we are willing to take on a

kaleidoscopic view of the world, our vision of hope becomes shaped and formed thru a diverse set of lenses.

And so in considering what’s in our Pandora boxes, one of our more common fears to conquer is that of, “the

other”.

When I lived in Watertown, Massachusetts as a youngster around the age of 8, there was no denying that

the community we resided in was comprised of first, second and third generation folk with cultural ties to

Armenia. On the night before we left on a two month stint overseas to Europe, the Middle East, the

Mediterranean, Africa and Canada, we were invited to eat and fellowship at a home within the community. We

arrived around 6 pm, ate around 11 pm and left the home in the wee hours of the morning. I still remember

being not only extremely sleepy, and enchanted by the sights, sounds and smells of that evening, but more

importantly the hospitable love of those that came to tell us goodbye, as an extension of the friendships that

had been valued during our year there. The memory of that warm reception was soon needed as the countries

we visited had either just finished a war, or were facing one on the horizon. It was frightening as we moved

from airport to airport and were often met with AK-47’s and other artillery, sandbags, rigorous interrogations

and check points.

Through this early experience, I learned that though I desire an idealistic world full of love and camaraderie,

the celebration of our differences and similarities can be challenging to actualize in life. Our context of the

"other" and however that is defined for each of us, is colored by our Quadrilateral exposure (Scripture, Reason,

Experience and Tradition). If some of us have a completely different encounter with “others” and don’t have

hope or love at the root of our very being, we become leery, or compartmentalize our impressions and so do

the ñotherò. Stereotypes, labels and prejudices are detrimental to our spiritual growth, especially when coupled

with fear of the unknown - yet they are a part of our reality. Yes, it is easier to take comfort in those things that

serve as commonalities for us, but let us likewise seek to consider all persons who come with a different set of

lenses to peer through. Change your world and you will change your view. Build a relationship, and they will

come. God’s hope is counting on this.

PANDORA’S BOX
By Pastor Shari L. Rates

So be strong and courageous, all you who put your hope in the Lord!
Psalm 31:24

PMCT VISITATION:  

Eva Brown, Carolyn Ramsey, Agnes Martin,

Eddie Jones, Marvin Cortez, Frances Kemp, Ruby Walden 

and Carestone Ministry.

Upcoming New Journal  Series: “Conversations”


