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Some say that they can’t remember when we have
had so many people in our church! The Alumni
Concert on May 8, was organized and directed by our
own Marion Williams, and drew a capacity crowd!
There were over 70 performers, who had practiced
for eight weeks for this event!

The Baccalaureate Service for the graduating class of
2009 from Forest Park High School was held here at
Jones Memorial on Saturday, May 23rd. There were
approximately 239 graduates and family members
attending this service. It was an uplifting occasion.

Congratulations to Melissa Eason, who graduated
from Clayton State University with honors. Mellssa
received her degree in Psychology, and is the
daughter of Leesa Eason, and granddaughter Bob and
Joyce Mergens.

Congratulations to Jordan Mergens who graduated
from Eagles Landing High School, in McDonough, with
four honors. Jordan was recognized as one of the top
honor graduates. Jordan is the granddaughter of Bob
and Joyce Mergens.

The Keen-Agers wish to honor Bonnie Martz for all 
her hard work and dedication.  Thank you, Bonnie!  

JUNE 16-18
ATHENS CLASSIC CENTER

The 2009 Annual Conference will be held in Athens, 
Georgia, beginning Tuesday, June 16th. 

The Conference will  run through Thursday, June 18th.  

Jones Memorial will be represented by:
Pastor Shari Rates, Donna Leoni, and Julia Williams

Hello! My name is Charlene Barrentine. I am the
new Secretary here at Jones Memorial. I thank you
for this wonderful blessing, and I look forward to
serving you and Jones Memorial.

Let me introduce myself. I was born in Annapolis,
Maryland in April of 1952. I have an older brother,
Eddie, and an older sister, Pat Des Rochers whose
family attended Jones Memorial, and two younger
sisters, Susie and Peggy. My father worked for the
US Government and I have lived in several states all
over this wonderful country. I met my wonderful
husband at Forest Park High School in 1968. Steve,
my husband, graduated from Forest Park in 1969,
and I graduated in 1970. We were married in
November of 1970. We have two sons, Steven, who
will be 37 years old in September, and Bryan, who
will be 33 years old this month, both of whom
graduated from Forest Park High School as well, in
1992 and 1994. I have two beautiful
granddaughters, Breyden, who is 4, and Candace,
who is 2, along with an adopted grandson,
Christien, who is 11. I have been recently widowed,
November 30, 2008, due to a totally unexpected
massive cerebral hemorrhage suffered by my
husband.

I worked at the JC Penney Catalog Distribution
Center for almost 31 years, when the decision was
made by the home office in Plano, Texas, to close
the facility. During my 31 years at JC Penney’s, I
held positions of order taker, trainer, lead clerk,
assistant to Quality Circle Facilitator, office manager,
and was promoted to management where I held
positions of supervisor in several departments, and
was promoted in my last position to Shift Operations
Manager.

I am so very happy to be here at Jones Memorial and
to be working with such wonderful people! You all
are in my prayers every day! I’m looking forward to
a long and wonderful relationship with Jones
Memorial. Please don’t hesitate to call if I can be of
service. God bless you all!!



Outreach Update

Outreach activities at Jones Memorial during May and
the last week in April, included our Quarterly Breakfast
for First Responders, the “Nothing but Nets” Project,
and our Memorial Day cookout which was a fundraiser
for the Honduras Mission Trip, and the dedication of
scarves, caps, and prayer shawls for our Homeless
Ministry.

The First Responder’s Breakfast on May 16th, was
sponsored this quarter by the Wesleyan Class, with
assistance from the Haynie class. We served over
thirty firemen and policemen from Forest Park, Lake
City, and Morrow.

On May 17th, at our Sunday worship service, scarves,
hats, and shawls for the homeless were displayed on
the altar rail and dedicated by our pastor. These items
were the handiwork of the “Knit Wits”, a group of
ladies who meet on Monday’s at 6:00 pm to “Sit and
Nit”.

Two successful recent fundraisers provided much
needed funding for two important mission projects.
On April 26th, money was received for the “Nothing but
Nets” project. This special offering “netted” money to
purchase mosquito nets for malaria prevention. The
second fundraiser was for the Honduras Mission trip
that is to be held this month. Three of our members:
Marion Williams, Phil Guptill, and Carol Myers, will be
participating in a Mission Work-Trip, under the
leadership of Missions in Action. This is a repeat trip
for all participants. The Memorial Day cookout raised
$270 for the trip which will be held from June 10th

through June 18th. Please lift these members up in
prayer that they may have a productive trip.

The Jones Memorial United Methodist Church’s
budget calls for $30,886.75 in receipts per month.
In the month of April, 2009, we received $23,
706.80. In other words, we were $7,179.95 short
on our budget for the month of April.

Looking at the year to date picture, as of April 1,
2009, we have received $99, 587.91. Our budget
calls for $123,547.00. Hence, to date, we are
$23,959.09 short of our budget. Moreover, Head
Start has moved to a new location, which means
we will not be receiving their $2,100.00 per
month in the future, coupled with the loss of our
traditional contributors.

As we look to the remainder of 2009, we have to
face the fact that we have a significant budgetary
challenge. The JMUMC Finance Core Team is
diligently working on this deficit, and are always
open to suggestions. Please feel free to
communicate your ideas to Don Henderson,
Chairperson.

MONTHLY REPORT

- MAY 2009 -

Rev. Marti B. Slife, Minister of Visitation

17 Visitations 
6 Phone calls 

3 Cards mailed
4 Dialysis transports

Preached at Jones Memorial on May 24th

George Christian needs someone to do some driving 
for him to help him run errands and take him out to 

eat occasionally.  He will pay mileage.

Thank You For Your Support!!

A letter was received thanking Jones Memorial for
the donation of Valentine cards and lap blankets
from the Department of Veterans Affairs Medical
Center.

-----------------------------------------------------------

A thank you card was received from the Samaritans
Together Food Pantry thanking Jones Memorial for
the donation of $260, which helped them to restock
the pantry.

SCEL NEWS

The Southeastern Center for the Enhancement of
Learning has requested the use of rooms for
summer training from June 8-26, Monday-Friday,
8am-5pm. We are excited about our training for this
year. We have participants registered from Canada,
Argentina, Hawaii, and Thailand, as well as
California, Indiana, Kentucky, Florida, and Metro
Atlanta, with one of our trainers coming from Israel.



Given to the General Fund in Memory of Liz Alford, 
Karen Henderson, Irma Powers:

Joe  and Donna Wingard

Given to the General Fund in Memory of Fred Hood:
Nancy Biles

Given to the General Fund in Memory of Eva Brown:
Margaret Shubert

Given to the General Fund in Honor of Bonnie Martz:
Keen-Agers

Given to the General Fund in Honor of Lester 
Blackburn on his birthday:

Ina and Family

Given to the General Fund in Memory of Evelyn 
YƛƴǎŜȅΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΥ

Buzz and Gerry Stone

Given to the General Fund in Memory of Irma 
Powers:

Melba Benefield

Given to the General Fund in Honor of Lucile Smith:
Keen-Agers

Given to the General Fund in Honor of Agnes Martin:
Margaret Shubert

Given to Wesley Woods in Memory of Lucile Love 
and Maggie Brown:

Eva Brown

Given to Wesley Woods in Memory of Martha S. 
Kenney and Jane B. Kenney:

Martha Dupree

Given to Wesley Woods in Memory of Frances Leoni:
Joe and Donna Leoni

Given to Wesley Woods in Memory of Mattie Lou 
Eason (Leesa9ŀǎƻƴΩǎ aƻǘƘŜǊ-In-Law):

LeesaEason

Given to Wesley Woods in Memory of Clara Griner
Breeze:

Alison Breeze Mead

Given to Wesley Woods in Memory of Ann 
Thompson:

Charlotte and David Ellenberger

Given to Wesley Wood in Memory of Irma Powers:
No  name provided

Given to the Scholarship Fund in Memory of 
Montine Tomasello:
Mildred Trammell

Given to the Nothing But Nets Fund in Honor of 
Marion Williams and Betty White:

The Chancel Choir

Given to the Cemetery Fund in Memory of Liz Alford:
Ginny and Julian McCullough

Given to the Nothing But Nets Fund in Honor of Gayle and 
Jesse Slagle, Penny Conner, Jan Burnett, and Mary Ruth White:

The HaynieClass

June 1
Donna McCall, Joyce Mergens

June 2
Mike Myers

June 5
Jean Kholer

June 7
David Ellenberger

June 8
Carolyn Trammell

June 9
Charles Collins, Loretta Wetz

June 10
RenayAllen

June 11
Ray Thornberry

June 13
Nancy Biles. Tom Kemp

June 14
Jackie Adair

June 15
Sandra Holcomb

June 16
Sara Melton. John Wetz

June 18
Martha Sligh

June 20
Laura Brock

June 21
Mary Casey, Don Henderson

June 22 
DruThornberry

June 24 
Joe Wingard

June 25
Cheryl Baker, Bob Oliver

June 26
George Christian

June 29
Connie Dunbar

June 30
Holly Williams



TheKeen-Agerswill meeton June24th at 10:00
a.m. After the meeting, we will go to The
GardenPatchin Barnesvillefor lunch. Thecost
for the trip will be $11.00. Please make
reservations with Bonnie Martz (770-471-
4547) no later than June21st.

Religious Trivia
1. What is the other name for the Ten

Commandments?

2. What are the namesof the ThreeKings
(WiseMen)?

3. What are the SevenPillars of Wisdom
from the Book of Proverbsin the Old
Testament?

4. What are the two Books of the Bible
namedafter women?

SOPHIE WHITE  &

MARVIN CORTEZ
who were baptized on

Sunday, March 31, 2009
and

JOSHUA  JONES
on

June 7, 2009

Disciple IV
UNDER THE TREE OF LIFE is the fourth level of
the Disciple Bible Study series. The word “under”
in the title is meant to convey invitation,
welcome, sheltering, security, and rest – home at
last. The Hebrew version of what Christians call
the Old Testament has three divisions: Torah
(the first five books of the Bible), the Prophets,
and the Writings. The writings include all the
books that are not part of the Torah or the
Prophets. Under the Tree of Life concentrates on
the Writings of the Old Testament – Ruth, 1 and
2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job,
Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon,
Lamentations, and Daniel. New Testament
Scriptures include the Gospel of John; 1,2, and 3
John; James; Jude; and Revelation. Emphasis on
the Psalms as Israel’s hymnbook and prayer book
leads naturally to an emphasis on worship in the
study. Present through the entire study is the
sense of living toward completion – toward the
climax of the message and the promise,
extravagantly pictured in the Revelation.

LAST CALL - The DISCIPLE IV CLASS begins the week of 
June 22!  Please call the church office at 404-366-4039 
to register, or fill out the registration form available 

on the table of concerns located outside the 
sanctuary, and on the table outside the office area.

Note From Agnes Martin  . . .

What a glorious way to celebrate thirty -

four years of love and friendship! The

luncheon was delightful ð an

opportunity to exchange words of

endearment with all of my very special

friends at Jones Memorial . I was indeed

overwhelmed by your monetary gift and

assure you that it will be used for some

very special purpose . My years in the

office were truly a labor of love and I will

sorely miss the daily contact I had with

all of you . Just remember that I am on

the other end of your phone and in the

back pew on Sunday . You fill my heart

with beautiful memories .

Love-Agnes

NEED A KEYBOARD . . .

Betty White has a friend who has a KR-3 MH 
Digital Intelligent Piano (3 instruments in one:  

piano, organ, keyboard) with 270 tones (sounds); 
136 styles built in plus 2 music style discs.  

$1,300.00.  Perfect condition.  
Contact Peggy Schuler at 678-957-6768.

Religious Trivia 
Answers

1. The other name for the Ten
Commandments,givento Moses,was
DECALOGUE. It comesfrom the Greek
word DEKALOGOI,which meansTEN
SPEECHES.

2. Casper,Balthazar,Melchior

3. Trust,Integrity, Generosity,Diligence,
Words, Friendship, and Personal
Purity

4. RuthandEsther



A LIFE NOT IN VAIN
(In Memory of Carol “Cookie” Cole)

By Shari Rates

It was simply sensational news against the backdrop of a greater known sister, but
I was devastated to recently learn about the loss of someone who had been
extremely instrumental in the formative years of my life. Like an older sister, Carol
had diligently sought to give great advice, encourage me and had been one of a few
dedicated folks that had written during my Peace Corps stint in Micronesia. Although
we had lost contact in recent years, two days before Christmas of last year I was
driven, quite actually compelled to go to all lengths to re-connect – and an avenue
presented itself for us to do so. Cherishing this renewed friendship I had only been
able to communicate a few times since the end of the year, primarily in regards to her
sister that needed an organ donor. My own efforts to see if I was a match were
placed on hold due to acute bronchitis. Ecstatic to later learn that her sister had
found a match, I was unprepared for the news related with that happy breakthrough.
A week earlier Carol had apparently been diagnosed with lung cancer, (she had not
been to a doctor in many years) and on the day her sister received a donor match she
died. She had refused chemotherapy understandably with the advanced stage she
was facing, and transitioned on to glory.

Carol is not the first or will she be the last person to leave this earthly plain under
such circumstances, but what matters most is not how we go, but the legacy each of
us leaves behind. What will people say about us when we are gone? Whose life will
have been impacted by our path? Mahalia Jackson once sang the following words, “If
I can help somebody as I travel along; if I can help somebody with a word or song. If I
can help somebody from doing wrong, my living shall not be in vain.”

In this day and age, we are so caught up in survival mode that we have in many
ways lost the gift of gab and the art of rendering sage advice to others beyond our
immediate circle of family and friends. Our lives are almost robotic and exhaustive
with making ends meet or getting ahead. But as we look at the life of Jesus, He took
time to connect with all kinds of people. Matthew 9:36 says, “When he saw the
crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd.” May we too look at strangers, acquaintances and those
closest to us with that same sense of compassion, and may we also be compelled to
help someone beyond our comfort zone so that our living will not have been in vain.
And may we be blessed with the opportunity to say thank you as I was able to do
earlier this year, for the difference others have made in our own lives.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=47&chapter=9&verse=36&version=51&context=verse
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=47&chapter=9&verse=36&version=51&context=verse
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=47&chapter=9&verse=36&version=51&context=verse
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=47&chapter=9&verse=36&version=51&context=verse
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=47&chapter=9&verse=36&version=51&context=verse

