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By Martha Wood

or “Catching Up” for those who are not able to
attend Sunday Worship each week.

October started off with a “bang”at Jones
Memorial. In case you haven’theard the Fall Festival
October 3rd was a big success: The Methodist Men’s
Club Barbecue made almost $3,000.00 which was
contributed to the General Fund of the Church; The
United Methodist Women’sBake Sale raised over
$800.00 for local missions; The Book Sale brought in
$77.00 for supplies for our homeless missions; AND
the Missions in Action Yard Sale provided over
$2,000.00 to support mission efforts in Honduras. In
addition,“Agood time was had by all.”

On UMW Sunday, October 11, Julia Williams and
Donna Leoni were presented commemorative UMW
pens in honor of their untiring leadership and
service to Jones Memorial. The pens represent gifts
to missions in their names. Marti Slife delivered the
sermon, and UMW members served as ushers and
readers for the service. A special offering of
$1,610.00 was received for local mission projects
supported by the Jones Memorial UMW.

UMW members were busy also in ministering to the
needs of others. Services for two of our beloved
Jones Memorial members, Edith Cochran and
George Christian, were held on October 20th. UMW
members provided food for the family gatherings.
UMW also sponsored three “BagOut-Bag-In”
Sundays and collected over 100 bags of food goods
for the Samaritans Together Food Bank.

October 18th was Laity Sunday. Jim Wood, Lay
Leader presided with a number of Jones Memorial
members participating. Bill Traynam, a Team Leader
for the North Georgia Conference Lay Revitalization
Ministry, spoke at the 11 o’clockservice on the
”Roleof the Laity,”and Martha Wood spoke at the 9
o’clockservice.

SPECIAL DATES

November 6-8
Action Group Retreat at Haynie House in Cornelia.

November 14
Church Work Day, 8:00 a.m. –Cut the Trail.

November 15
Family Tree –Fundraiser.

November 19
UMW Fellowship Group meeting, 6:30 p.m.

November 21
First Responders Breakfast.

November 22
UMM Thanksgiving Dinner –Turkey and dressing and 
all the trimmings, $12.00 per plate, or 2 for $20.00, 
12:30 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall.

November 24
The UMW Faith in Action Group will be meeting on 
Tuesday, November 24th, at 11:00 a.m., in the Ethel 
Floyd Bible Class Room.  Sara Melton will conduct the 
program.  This will be the last meeting of the year.

November 29
Family and Friends Sunday –Hanging of the Greens at 
11:00 a.m. service.

December 7
Staff Meeting, 11 a.m., off campus
Administrative Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Chapel.

December 12 
UMW Christmas Luncheon - Any lady wishing to attend 
the UMW Christmas luncheon on Saturday, December 
12, at 12:00, noon, is asked to give your name and 
money to either Julia Williams or Donna Leoni.  Please 
make checks out to Jones Memorial UMW.  In order to 
notify the caterer in time, we must have your money 
by December 1, 2009.  We will have great food, 
beautiful tables, and entertainment by Cameron LaFoy, 
an Excelsior soloist.

December 16
Keen-Agers Christmas Luncheon, 12:00 noon, in 
Fellowship Hall.  Cost is $15.00 per person.  Contact
Bonnie Martz at 770-471-4547 to make reservations 
and to pay in advance by 12/09/09.



During the month of October, we had receipts in the
amount of $24,474.73. Our monthly budgeted receipts
are $30,886.75. Consequently, we had a shortfall of
$6,412.02 in October.

Looking at the year to date picture, at the end of
October, our tenth month, we have received
$345,956.71. Our receipts budget for the ten months
was $308,886.75. In other words, at the end of ten
months, we are $37,069.96 ahead of our budget. This
is absolutely awesome news!! This congregation
should take great pride in these accomplishments!

As we approach November and December, let the
Finance Committee give you a challenge –let’sstrive to
end December with a minimum 2009 income of
$420,641.00. This would permit us to start the new
year $50,000.00 ahead of budget. You FANTASTIC
people are capable of achieving this noble
accomplishment. BE CHALLENGED!!!

Don Henderson, Chair
Finance Committee

WHAT TO EXPECT OF 
A WILLS FAIR

John C. Riley, who works for the North Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation, will present ideas and 

strategies for you to consider in updating your will.

If you are interested in exploring the possibilities of 
upgrading your will, please sign up to attend this 

workshop.  The sign up sheet is located on the Table of 
Concerns.

*****************************************
In the past, the Church office was a one stop shop for 
any finance related needs (tax write off letters, etc.) –

primarily because the Office Manager was also the 
Church Treasurer.  Please note that we are no longer 

set up this way.  We now have a Church Secretary who 
has limited responsibilities with the finances of the 

Church.  Therefore, any financial related needs may be 
requested through Don Henderson, who serves as 

Jones Memorial UMC Finance Chair, who will in turn, 
provide the appropriate avenue for any Church related 

finance needs.  He may be reached 
at 404-363-0780

MONTHLY REPORT

- OCTOBER  2009 -

Rev. Marti B. Slife, Minister of Visitation

Transported Ginny Cox to and from dialysis each 
Monday, Wednesday , and Friday in October.  

She fell at home and broke her wrist.

Oct  5 - Visited George Christian at Henry Medical 
Center.  He was very ill and probably had 
pneumonia.                                                                                                       

Oct  9  –Visited George Christian at The Palms.  
He was very sick.  His daughter was
considering hospice.                           

Oct 12 –Visited George Christian at Henry  Med. 
Center.  He had surgery for a broken hip.
-Visited Ray and DruThornberry.  Ray’s
condition is stable.

Oct 14 –Visited George Christian at HMC.  He was
recovering from surgery, but was quite
ill.

-Visited Virginia Hanson at Laurel Park.   
She has pneumonia and is on a 
breathing machine.  She appreciates
visits from friends at church.

-Visited Frances Hudson at Laurel Park.
Her condition is about the same.
-Visited Bill and Sue Martin at their  home.
Sue is recovering from her surgery and 
will start chemo treatments soon.  Bill is
glad to be home.

Oct 18 - Visited George Christian at Sacred 
Journey Hospice.   He was very ill.

Oct 21 –Visited the Cochran and Christian families
at the funeral home.

Oct 22 –Attended George Christian’s funeral .
-Visited with the family.
-Visited Virginia Hanson.  She is still on
breathing machine as needed.

Oct 24 –Sent cards to the Cochran and Christian
families.
-Visited Ruby Walden at Benton House.  
She is doing well.
-Visited Rachel Dougherty and Mildred
Allen at Carestone.  Both are doing well.

Oct 30 –Called Sandra Davis at DeKalb Medical
Center.  Her surgery went very well .

WORSHIP BULLETIN DEADLINES
The deadlines to submit information for the weekly 

Worship Bulletin has been changed from Mondays to 
Wednesdays before the service on Sundays.



GIVEN TO THE GENERAL FUND IN MEMORY OF 
JERRY TOMASELLO

Wesleyan S.S. Class, Martha Dupree, Sherry Edge,
Mr. & Mrs. David Ellenberger, Miriam Farmer, 
Mr. & Mrs. William Haynie, Don Henderson,

Don Hulon, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kemp, 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim McCord, Lorena Helms,

Margaret Shubert, Mr. & Mrs. Buzz Stone,
Mildred Trammell, Mr. & Mrs. John Barbo,

Eva Brown, Sara Melton, Mr. & Mrs. Harry Phillips,
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Leoni, Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Slagle,

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Wingard

GIVEN TO THE GENERAL FUND IN MEMORY 
OF LIZ ALFORD:

Al Alford

GENERAL FUND IN MEMORY 
OF GEORGE CHRISTIAN:

Wesleyan S.S. Class, Keen-Agers, Sara Melton,
Mildred Trammell, Mr. & Mrs. Cal McBroom,

Cecil Hand

GIVEN TO THE GENERAL FUND IN HONOR 
OF MARTHA DUPREE:

Margaret Shubert

GIVEN TO THE GENERAL FUND IN MEMORY 
OF IRIS HAND:

Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Slagle, Mr. & Mrs. Joe Wingard

GIVEN TO THE GENERAL FUND IN MEMORY 
OF EDITH COCHRAN:

UMW, Keen-Agers, Sara Melton,
David and Charlotte Ellenberger, Cecil Hand

GIVEN TO THE GENERAL FUND IN HONOR 
OF THE HAYNIECLASS:
Buster and Ruth Brown

GIVEN TO THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND IN MEMORY 
OF JERRY TOMASELLO:

David and Cynthia McCreery, 
Dr. and Mrs. Royal Farrow, Nancy S. Davis,

David and Kimberly McIntyre,
Jim Wood Family & Boys, Roger and Connie Blythe,

Barbara Mims, Gene and Joan Sutherland,
Bonnie and Frankie Wilson, Emmett and Frances Lee,

Bessie and Jack Banister, Alice and Jack Ring
Willard and Peggy Skinner

GIVEN TO THE CEMETARYFUND IN MEMORY 
OF MONTINE¢ha!{9[[hΩ{BIRTHDAY:

Ginny and Julian McCullough

GIVEN TO THE BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND IN MEMORY 
OF JERRY TOMASELLO:

Fred and Doris Safrit

MANY THANKS TO ALL!

NOVEMBER 1
Carl Martz, Harry Phillips

NOVEMBER 2
Faye Henderson, John Bell

NOVEMBER 3
Kathy Guptill
NOVEMBER 4

Betty Hardeman
NOVEMBER 5
David Brown
NOVEMBER 6

Lucas Martin Simmons
NOVEMBER 7

Larry Griffith, Ray Brown, Bob Mergens,
Jim Wood, Sonny Willoughby

NOVEMBER 8
Jo Ann Harshbarger

NOVEMBER 9
Lorena Helms

NOVEMBER 10
Jeff Jackson, Nichole Strickland

NOVEMBER 13
Alice Ring

NOVEMBER 14
Linda Scroggs

NOVEMBER 15
Len Glass

NOVEMBER 17
Courtney Lee Bowlden, Jeanie Mc Daniel

NOVEMBER 19
Dan Bennington, Rebecca Anderson

NOVEMBER 20
Nicholas Bowlden
NOVEMBER 24

Beth Harper, Shari Rates, Marti Slife
NOVEMBER 25

Cindy Mears
NOVEMBER 28

Marsha  Barfield
NOVEMBER 29

John White, Danny Poston



The Keen-Agers will meet on November 18th

at 9:30 a.m. After a short meeting, we will
have lunch on the way to the Apple barn and
hopefully will see some beautiful leaves on
the way. Each person will be responsible for
their lunch, and money will be collected on
the bus for gas. Please make reservations
with Bonnie Martz (770-471-4547) no later
than Sunday, November 15th.

I would like to extend to the Jones
Memorial Church Family a sincere “Thank
You”for all of your concerns, thoughts,
support and especially your prayers during
the past year as I faced my diagnosis for
prostate cancer. Following my January
surgery, I spent several weeks this summer
undergoing radiation therapy. On
September 17th, I met with my Oncologist
with a follow-up visit, and I’mhappy to
report that he said that my caner is in
“totalremission.” Your prayers definitely
gave me the strength to beat my cancer!
God Bless!

Mike Mead

THE BABIES ARE COMING!

We’reexcited to report that our number of
infants and toddlers is growing. It’sgrowing so
much that we are reopening the Nursery, and in
2010, we will have a staff nursery worker. This is
good news for our church, and opens the door for
more involvement with young families.

It’sbeen a while since we’vehad a regular
nursery, and we could use some help with
supplies. Simple things like baby wipes,
disinfecting wipes (Clorox, or the equivalent),
Kleenex tissues, and paper towels. We no longer
have crib sheets, and would really appreciate new
or gently used ones. Some of our toys are
showing their age, new would be great, but gently
used would be appreciated. Just remember, baby
toys tend to go in the mouths, so whatever we get
needs to be washable (no stuffed animals, please).

Check out Philippians 1:4-6. We do thank God for
you and your generous support of Children’s
Ministries.

Carol Myers and Cindy Mears
Children’s Coordinators

We have a Prayer Chain . . .

Composed of members of Jones Memorial.  
If anyone would like to join us, please call 

Lorena Helms, at 770-603-7881.  
Present members are :  

Kathy Guptill, Christine Turley, Donna 
McCall, Arleen McCord, Lorena Helms, 

Martha Sligh, Mary Burch, Steve and Mary 
Ruth White, Margaret Shubert, Edith 

Cochran, 
Frances Kemp, Martha Dupree.

Should you have a prayer request, please 
call Kathy Guptill, at:

404-361-8521, and she will pass it on. 

POINSETTIASFORCHRISTMAS

We will start ordering poinsettias for
Christmas on November 29, 2009 thru
December 10, 2009. The cost will be $10.00.

Thank you and God bless you!
Kathy Guptill and Flora Wise

Note from Tom Kemp . . .
Dear Jones Memorial Friends,

Thank you so much for your visits, cards, calls,
and concerns, and especially your prayers. I
covet your prayers as I continue to heal from
an extended recuperation after back surgery.

God bless you all,
Tom Kemp



COME YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME!
By Pastor Shari L. Rates

Recently, at lunchtime I met with the “What Should I Write about in the Next Journal” crew and it became
glaringly clear that this month ushers in a season of family ties, good food, laughter, those notorious disputes,
and many memories–some good and some bad.

Growing up, there were always a few harvest songs I loved to sing in church around Thanksgiving time; like
“Come Ye Thankful People Come” and “We Gather Together”. These songs made me feel united with not only
those that sang in unison with me, but with the world at large. The lyrics provided a sense of peace that
lingered throughout the Christmas season and into the New Year. Yet, I realize that each year there is someone
new missing from many Thanksgiving tables around the nation. For with the commencement of this celebratory
season, comes the reality that many have had to bid so long to their loved ones, have experienced financial
shortfalls, the breakdown of family’sor other obstacles to one’slife and faith walk. There is a lackluster desire to
go thru this season coupled with these realities.

Yet, Jesus said in Luke 6:21, “God blesses you who are hungry now, for you will be satisfied. God blesses you
who weep now, for in due time you will laugh.” Isn’tit interesting that this verse is comprised of being hungry
and weeping? Why would Jesus put two different thoughts into one verse? Perhaps they aren’tas remotely
opposite as they may seem. We often equate the notion of hunger in terms of food, but perhaps the hunger He
speaks of is not a need for physical satisfaction, but a longing to be touched and reached out to by those who are
sad and forlorn, or for spiritual renewal and refreshment after a trying time inone’slife.

Who will be absent from your table this year? Is it the spouse or parent that meant so much to you? Will
someone be present in body at the table but absent in many other ways? Will we even consider the absence of
those around the world whodon’thave enough to eat, a roof over their heads, or employable skills?

This year, perhaps we should set a place at our tables and leave it vacant with the exception of a lit candle. In
that space, let us invite the presence of the Holy Spirit on behalf of those who have experienced loss, or who are
suffering in other ways. And perhaps in time, though we may hunger and weep, may we likewise believe that in
due season we will be satisfied and will laugh again.

IMPORTANT

Due to increased postage rates, beginning
January of 2010, the Jones Journal will be sent
electronically to church members that have
provided us with e-mail addresses.

Anyone who wishes to have a paper copy mailed
to their home, please notify Charlene Barrentine
(Church Secretary) at 404-366-4039 by
December 30th, 2009.

NOVEMBER 14 - WORKDAY
There will be a church-wide work day on Saturday,
November 14th, beginning at 9 a.m. The primary
focus of the workday is to begin cleaning up the
back property and start development of a walking
trail. We will be in need of one or two chain saws,
as well as typical pruning tools and able-bodied
people to work on the 14th.

For more information, contact Mike Mead at:
678-641-0639


